and therefore concluded his speech with truly prophetic words. He
could not openly denounce Germany's intended aggression, already
dearly discernible to his acute observation ; so he cloaked the cry
of havoc in the mantle of a denial. He said : * * The assertion . . .
that Germany intends to menace the existence of our State I regard
as simply absurd. To attempt to-day to lay a hand upon the existence
*f a fifteen-million State and a ten-million nation in the middle of Europe
would mean to evoke a European catastrophe.9'

His words came true. Europe acquiesced in Hitler's rape of Austria,
Europe became guilty of complicity in the dismemberment of Czecho-
slovakia, and Europe was overwhelmed by the catastrophe that
Benes had predicted.

Did Dr. Benes policy fail ? The answer is that he chose the best
path available under the circumstances ; that, since Czechoslovakia
by herself was unable to influence events, the blame for what happened
must rest with the reactionary near-fascist cliques in Britain and
France ; and that, while for a time at least all but honour seemed
k>st, the course of this war has gloriously vindicated the principles
of Masaryk and Benes.
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